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become disorganized and the top of the neck opens to discharge
the remains of the canal cells (Fig. 780), after which the sper-
matozoids can swim through the neck to the egg cell.

FIG. 779. Section of a portion of the thallus of Riccia
In the center is an immature archegonium; the enlarged venter contains a large
egg and above this a ventral canal cell; in the neck there are four neck canal
cells. Most of the cells of the thallus show chloroplasts. Note the vertical rows
of cells which project upward from the upper surface of the thallus. The
terminal cell of each row is enlarged and lacks chloroplasts. These terminal
cells are close enough together to form a layer which serves as an epidermis.
(X 190)
The antheridium of a liverwort is usually somewhat oval (Fig.
781); and consists of an inner portion, composed of numerous fertile
cells, surrounded by a single layer of sterile cells. The fertile cells
give rise to biflagellate spermatozoids (Fig. 781).